


urrounding the papal altar
S above the grave of St. Peter in

Rome are statues of the great
founders of religious orders men
like Francis of Assisi, Dominic and
Augustine. With them stands that ery
hero of the Old Testament, the Prophet
Elijah. At his feet an inscription reads
in Latin: Pater et Dux Carmelitarum
(Father and Leader of the Carmelites.)

Flung across the globe, in remote

mission stations in the underdeveloped
world, in parish churches, hospitals,
schools, retreat centers, in nursing
homes, and in cloistered convents,
Carmelites still look to Elijah as Father
and Leader. ey still lay claim to his
twofold spirit: ZEAL in ministry that
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Elisha -

Follower of the
Prophet Elijah

made the prophet jealous for the
Lord God of hosts, and PRAYER,
that listening to the voice of God as
He speaks in the awesome silence of
His peoples hearts.

e rstinthe long line of Elijahs
sons is the prophet he chose himself,
ELISHA, the young farmer whom he
found tilling the elds of his father.

An Un-Special Call to
a Special Vocation

e call of Elisha is recorded in
1Kings 19, 19-21. Without any fanfare
or formalities, Elijah strode across the

eshly plowed ground of Abel-meholah,

east of the Jordan, not far from his
own birthplace. He noticed Elisha

A scene from the life of the Prophet Elisha,
Giorgio Vasari, 1566

driving one of the 12 yokes of oxen that
Shaphat, his prosperous father, kept.
When the lad saw the old prophet,

he immediately brought his team to

a halt. Elijah then dropped his mantle
on Elishas shoulders.

Elisha saw this as an invitation to
follow, the symbol of prophetic succes-
sion and power.  is moment was the
answer to his hearts longing to do Gods
will. He was ready to say yes, to accept
a call for keeps.

For the next ten years Elijah came
to be in truth a father to Elisha. e
two were knit together into a single
purpose, to serve Yahweh the God of
Israel. But in many ways they were
di erent men even in appearance.
Elisha, in spite of his youth, was bald.
He wore conventional clothing. Unlike
Elijah who was at home in the desert
and on the remote heights of Carmel,
he frequented towns and even had a
home of his own in Samaria.

Elisha was a gentle man, also in
contrast to the rebrand who was his
mentor. e same spirit was there, how-
ever. ere had fallen on the younger
prophet the same power, the same zeal,
the same presence of the living God
that was the portion of his father and
leader.

A Ministry of Helpfulness

e ministry of Elisha lasted for half a
century. It spanded the reigns of four of
Israels kings: Joram (c.849-842 B.C.),
Jehu (c.842-815 B.C.), Jehoahoz (c.815-
801 B.C.) and Joash (c.801-786 B.C.).

roughout this period, Elishas

wisdom and knowledge were widely
recognized. Each of those kings sought
his counsel, and he took an active part
in political a airs. He touched the little
people, however, as well as the great.
In fact, the main thrust of his mission
was a willingness to relieve the ordinary
needs of all those whose lives he shared.

A lot of people hate their jobs. And
then there are the lucky ones, those
who relish what they do. Elisha was
one of them! e authors of the Book
of Kings Il the record of Elisha with
scenes of daily ministries of human
helpfulness. One of these happened in
a community just northwest of modern
Jericho. Springs of water, that are so
necessary for people and animals, were
sweetened by Elishas touch.

Elisha on his death-bed with King Joash

In another incident one that

Jesus Himself would later refer to  he
dramatically cured Naaman, General
of the King of Damascus (Il Kings 5).
Elisha instructed Naaman to bathe
seven times in the Jordan River, and his
leprosy would be healed. is happened

exactly as the prophet promised!

Elisha used this wonderful event
not just as an expression of compassion
but also to teach foreigners as well as
Israelites that Yahweh alone, the God
of Israel, is God throughout the world.
ose who worship Him may not wor-

ship other gods of their own making.

A God of Surprises

In some ways it is surprising that God

would use someone like Elisha to

accomplish such great exploits in the

midst of His people. It is surprising that

such a young and untrained man could

so swi ly assume the role of prophet.
Perhaps he

exempli es for us

the sort of people

for whom God is

eternally seeking.

Elisha is that respon-

sive individual,

open, available,

eager to answer with a resounding YES
the call of the God he loves.

It is such people, ordinary in most
aspects of life, who do great things in
Gods name. ere is no hesitation.

No counting of cost. ey simply step
out to do His will  now!

Monthly Prayer
(From the Carmelite Missal)
Father, you proclaimed your word
by the mouth of the prophets.
Bestow the gi s of Your Spirit on
those who follow the prophets
Elijah and Elisha and strive to
give witness in every place to
your presence.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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